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There can, however, be little doubt that the feelings
of those most immediately around the English Sove-
reign would have led them far on the way with the
work of the Holy Alliance. In point of fact, fur a
time such Ministers as Lord Liverpool and Lord
Castlereagh were very willing indeed that England
should lend herself to the conspiracy of Verona. It
was only when Canning came into power that a com-
plete severance took place, once for all, between the
policy of England in foreign affairs and the prin-
ciples of the Holy Alliance. Even if England had
joined in the conspiracy, it is utterly impossible that
it could have held its own for any considerable length
of time. The genuine principle of democracy was,
indeed, a little out of favour, even in England, at the
date when the two Emperors and the King signed
their portentous Treaty. The excesses of the French
Revolution and the military dictatorship of Napoleon
had aroused an immense alarm all through England
and everywhere else. It cannot be questioned that
even in domestic policy the mind of Pitt was greatly
affected by the influence of this alarm. Reforms were
delayed in England because of the difficulty which
the mind of the average man had in distinguishing
between a demand for a reform and a clamour for a
revolution. But the democratic reform must have
begun to develop before long, if all the Sovereigns
of Europe had been combined against it. Demo-
cratic reform, to apply to it the noble language of
Wordsworth's sonnet, had " great allies," its " friends
were exultations, agonies, and love, and man's uncon-
querable mind."